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SUB J : KNESSET DISCUSSES U.S. TECHNICIANS IN SINAI 
REF: TEL AVIV 6199 

BEGIN SUMMARY: KNESSET SEPT 29 REAFFIRMED PREVIOUS 
DECISION IN SUPPORT OF PROPOSAL FOR U.S. TECHNICIANS 
IN SINAI AS COMPONENT OF ITNERIM AGREEMENT. END SUMMARY 

1. KNESSET, AFTER ONE-HOUR DEBATE: VOTED 46-33 TO 
STRIKE FROM THE AGENDA A MOTION INTRODUCED BY LIKUD 
MK SHMUEL TAMIR CALLING ON GOI TO REVERSE ITSELF 

ON THE PROPOSAL AND INFORM U.S. CONGRES OF ITS ACTION. 

VOTE WAS LARGELY ON PARTISAN LINES. 

2. MAIN SIGINIFICANCE OF DEBATE WAS THAT IT PROVIDED 
OPPORTUNITY FOR DEFMIN PERES TO CLARIFY BACKGROUND 
AND SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSAL RE U.S M TECHNICIANS (REFTEL. 

OTHER POINTS MADE BY PERES, SOME OF THEM IN SEPARATE 
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3. PERES ESTIMATED THAT PROPOSAL WOULD WIN APPROVAL OF 
70-75 PERCENT IN CONGRESS. ISRAEL, HE SAID, WOULD 

NOT WITHDRAW ITS PROPOSAL SIMPLY BECAUSE MATTER HAD 
BEEN MISREPRESENTED TO U.S. PUBLIC, JUST AS IT WOULD 
NOT WITHDRAW ITS REQUEST FOR PERSHING MISSILES BECAUSE 
OF UPROAR IN AMERICAN PRESS OVER POSSIBILITY THAT NUCLEAR 
WARHEANDS MIGHT BE ATTACHED TO THEM. 

4. PERES SAID THAT SINAI AGREEMENT WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN 
CONCLUDED WITHOUT PROPOSAL RE U.S. TECHNICIANS, AND TO 
REOPEN MATTER AT THIS STAGE WOULD IN EFFECT MEAN 
QUERYING ENTIRE ACCORD. MOREOVER, SINCE AMERICAN MONITORING 
OF THE SINAI LINES WAS AN ESTABLISHED FACT SINCE 1973, 

THE PLAN REPRESENTED A CHANGE OF FRAMEWORK BUT NOT OF 
SUBSTANCE. 

5. PERES ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT PROPOSAL, AS PART OF 
INTERIM AGREEMENT, HAD TO BE ASSESSED IN BROADER 
CONTEXT OF EGYPTIAN ALIENATION FROM SOVIET UNION. 

PERES SAID, "WHAT BEGAN IN BUNDUNG IN 1954, ENDS IN 
UM HASHIVA IN 1975". 

6. TAMIR, IN OPENING PRESENTATION, CLAIMED THAT 
SIGNIFICANT ELEMENTS OF U.S. PUBLIC AND CONGRESS WERE 
TURNING AGAINST ISRAEL BECAUSE OF TECHNICIAN'S PROPOSAL. 

CITING SENATOR JACKSON AND NEW YORK TIMES COLUMNIST 
RUSSEL BAKER, TAMIR SAID THAT U.S. WAS STILL GRIPPED 

BY "VIETNAM TRAUMA," AND THAT PRESENCE OF "AMERICAN BOYS" 

IN MIDDLE EAST WAS RAISING SPECTRE OF NEW, UNWANTED INVOLVEMENT. 

7. DOMINANT IMPRESSION OF MKS AND COMMENTATORS WAS THAT 
DEBATE WAS SUPERFLUOUS, AFTER-THE-FACT EVENT WHICH TAMIR HAD 
IMPOSED ON KNESSET. WE AGREE. 
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